
Noon Bible Study: Matthew 5 (Part 8) 
Matthew 5:43-48  
 
You have heard that is was said: Love Your Neighbor & Hate Your Enemy 
 

Leviticus 19:13-18 
 
“Hate your enemy” is not a command from the Bible but a commonly accepted practice of humanity.  God hates evil and also 
punishes evildoers but nowhere does God command His people to “hate their enemy”.  This is an instance where Jesus is 
acknowledging this is what most people say and believe. 

 
But I say To You: Love you enemies, pray for those who persecute you. 
 
What & Why? 
 
1 - This reveals us as sons (and daughters) of our heavenly Father (v. 45) 
 

Love and doing good to those who are your enemies is rooted in God’s character.  Jesus reminds his disciples that God loves the 
righteous and the unrighteous.  How do we know God loves both groups?  Because he cares for both groups in very obvious ways - 
the sun and the rain. 
 
This gives us some insight into what it means to “love” one's enemies.  God is not just feeling an emotion towards those who hate 
him, he is doing acts of love and good towards them - sun and rain.  We need to model this ourselves - to love one's enemies 
doesn’t just mean refraining from doing them harm but doing them good as well.  (At the very least we pray for them). 

 
2 - Raising the bar on just doing what “everyone” does 
 

Tax Collectors & Gentiles - These two types of people were considered the most vile of the culture of Jesus’ day. Tax collectors 
were Jewish citizens considered traitors to the nation because of their alignment with the Roman Empire. They were contracted by 
the Romans to collect taxes from their own people and would often overcharge to receive their own payment, leading to wealth 
gained by their neighbors' money.  Gentiles, also known as pagans or non-Jewish people, were considered unclean by the Jewish 
nation because of their uncleanness and immorality.  They were people who did not believe in the God of Israel nor follow his 
laws. 

 
If we only love the people who love us (aka neighbors but not enemies), we’re not listening to Jesus. Love for one's enemies is a 
distinctive of the followers of Jesus and the people of God.  For disciples of Jesus, our love for others isn’t based on their love 
for us but based on God’s love for us - and more specifically God’s own character.  We are being called by Jesus not to be or do 
“the same” as everyone else.  For the audience of Jesus, the fact that he cites that the Tax Collectors and Gentiles love those 
who love them would have been very confronting. 
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Perfection?!!! 
 

The Greek word translated “perfect” is τέλειος (teleios) which means perfect in the sense of complete or full. It is used 20x in 
the New Testament and is translated perfect, complete and mature.  Obviously we are flawed and imperfect, but the call of Jesus 
here is that we endeavor to have lives that are shaped to fully by like God and his character.  By loving neighbor and enemy we’re 
perfect/complete/mature in our actions of love.  There isn’t going to be a person we won’t show love to.  By praying for neighbor 
and enemy we’re perfect/complete/mature in our care for others before God.  This is Jesus’ parallel statement to one that is often 
repeated by God in the Old Testament to His people Israel. 

 
Exodus 19:5-6 - 'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among 
all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the 
words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel." 
 
Leviticus 11:44a - For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy.  
 
Leviticus 19:2 - "Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your 
God am holy.  
 
Leviticus 20:7, 26 - You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. 26 - Thus you are to 
be holy to Me, for I the LORD am holy; and I have set you apart from the peoples to be Mine.  
 
Deuteronomy 18:13 - "You shall be blameless before the LORD your God.  

 
Jesus is looking at the new community he’s calling and commanding the same from us.  We are the light of the world and salt of the 
earth - there should be a God-like-ness (aka godliness) to our words and deeds. 
 
One of the most important verses of this section was Matthew 5:20 
 

Matthew 5:20 - "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 

 
We discussed how the crowds would have been shocked by this statement at first because the scribes and Pharisees were considered the 
most righteous people around!  Yet, Jesus is showing that to be righteous and pure, one must not simply focus on the external 
behaviors of a person, but start at the heart and address the core of righteousness, sin and holiness.  Through chapter 5 we have 
discovered how we do that.  You won’t murder if you don’t hate.  You won’t commit adultery if you don't lust.  You won’t bear false 
witness if you just say yes and no.  If you take your marriage vow seriously before God you won’t get divorced.  You will end the 
cycle of violence and vengeance if you go the extra mile rather than seek your own way.  And you be like God not because of your 
fancy religious garments and long elaborate prayers - but by loving even your enemies. 
 
This is the amazing and beautiful way of Jesus - a way that is hard, but never designed to be lived apart from a relationship with 
and empowerment by our Lord himself.  Consistently revisiting the words of Jesus will help anchor us in a turbulent times where the 
culture is causing us to drift and at times our own desires can pull us from this good and narrow way that leads to life. 
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